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The photographing, sound recording, or videotaping of this performance without the 
written permission of the Faculty of Music is strictly prohibited. 


We kindly request that you switch off your cellular phones, pagers, watch beepers, 
and any other electronic devices that could emit a potentially unwelcomed sound. 


Biographies 


ANDERS HILLBORG gained his first 

' musical experience singing in choirs and 
he was also involved in various forms of 
improvised music. From 1976 to 1982 he 
studied counterpoint, composition and 
electronic music at the Royal College of 
Music in Stockholm, where his teachers 
included Gunnar Bucht, Lars-Erik Rosell, 
Arne Mellnis and Par Lindgren. Brian 
Ferneyhough, who was a guest lecturer at the 
College of Music on several occasions, was 
also an important source of inspiration. Apart 
from occasional teaching positions, Hillborg 
has been a full-time freelance composer 
since 1982. His sphere of activity is extensive, 
covering orchestral, choral and chamber 
music as well as music for films and pop 
music. Anders Hillborg’s orchestral music has 
been performed by many major conductors 
including Esa-Pekka Salonen, Alan Gilbert, 
Gustavo Dudamel, David Zinman, Andrey 
Boreyko, Yannick Nézet-Seguin, Michael 
Gielen, Leif Segerstam, Jukka-Pekka Saraste, 
Susanna Malkki, Hannu Lintu, John Storgards 
and many others. Orchestras that have 
performed his music include Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Berlin Philharmonic, Chicago 
Symphony, San Francisco Symphony, 
Tonhalle Orchester Ziirich, Bayerishe 
Rundfunk Orchester, BBC Symphony 
Orchestra, Swedish Radio Orchestra, Royal 
Stockholm Philharmonic, Gothenburg 
Symphony Orchestra, Oslo Philharmonic, 
Bergen Philharmonie, Helsinki 
Philharmonic. He has received commissions 
from leading performing organisations 
such as Los Angeles Philharmonic, Chicago 
Symphony, Berlin Philharmonic, Tonhalle 
Ziirich, New York Philharmonic, Carnegie 
Hall, Swedish Radio Orchestra, Royal 
Stockholm Philharmonic, Gothenburg 
Symphony. Other notable musicians he’s 
worked with include clarinetist Martin Frést, 
mezzo soprano Anne Sofie von Otter, choir 
conductor Eric Ericson. 


BRIAN CURRENT studied music at 
McGill University and UC Berkeley (PhD 
2002). His music, lauded and performed 
internationally, as well as broadcast in over 35 
countries, has been awarded a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, the Barlow Prize for Orchestral 
Music (USA), the International Premio 
Fedora for Chamber Opera (Italy) and a 
Selected Work under 30 at the International 
Rostrum of Composers (Paris). Brian’s 
pieces have been programmed by all major 
symphony orchestras in Canada and by the 
Indianapolis Symphony, the New York City 
Opera (Vox Festival), the San Francisco 
Contemporary Music Players, the Oakland 
Symphony, the St. Lawrence String Quartet, 
the Warsaw National Philharmonic, the 
Nouvel Ensemble Moderne, the American 
Composers Orchestra (Carnegie Hall), 
Monday Evening Concerts (Los Angeles), 
The Deagu Ensemble (Korea), Voca d’ell Arte 
(Italy) and the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. This 
season includes performances of his music 
by the Toronto Symphony, the Montreal 
Symphony, The Edmonton Symphony, 

The Gryphon Trio, The Nouvel Ensemble 
Moderne, and the National Symphony of 
Taiwan. 

Brian has conducted a wide range of 
contemporary repertoire from Ligeti and 
Varése to George Benjamin and Magnus 
Lindberg. He has championed numerous 
works by living composers including 
commissioned premieres by Andrew Staniland, 
Robert Lemay, Linda Catlin Smith and Omar 
Daniel. Through his work as a composer 
he has brought many previously unheard 
pieces to Canada, including music by Akira 
Nishimura, Enno Poppe, Fabien Levy and 
Stefan Niculescu. 

Since 2006 Brian has been the director 
of the New Music Ensemble of The Glenn 
Gould School (The Royal Conservatory), 
which is active in performing works for large 
ensembles in venues throughout Toronto. 
Students are encouraged to commission 
and perform new works throughout their 
professional careers. 





HILARY APFELSTADT is Director 

of Choral Activities at the University of 
Toronto, a position she assumed in the fall of 
2010. She conducts the MacMillan Singers, 

a select mixed ensemble, and the Women’s 
Chamber Choir, as well as teaching courses 

in conducting and repertoire. She began 

her music education in Nova Scotia, and 
moved to Toronto where she completed her 
bachelor’s degree in vocal music education 

at U of T. Her graduate degrees are from the 
University of Illinois and the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. From 1993 — 2010, 

she was Professor and Director of Choral 
Activities at the Ohio State University, where 
she also served as Associate Director of the 
School of Music from 2008 — 2010. Choirs 
under her direction have performed at 
conferences of the American Choral Directors 
Association (ACDA), in Carnegie Hall, and 

in Europe. She has conducted numerous 
honour choirs throughout the U.S., and has 
guest conducted in Austria, Canada, Cuba, 
England, Italy, and Switzerland. In 2009, 

she conducted the Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir in a live broadcast of “Music and the 
Spoken Word.” She has presented papers 

and conducting master classes in numerous 
professional venues, and serves on the editorial 
boards of three journals, including the ACDA 
Choral Journal. Her publications number nearly 
eighty articles, a monograph and several book 
chapters. She is a past-national President of 
ACDA (2007 — 2009) and currently chairs the 
Past-Presidents’ Council. For several years, she 
sang with the Robert Shaw Festival Singers 
with whom she recorded two Grammy 
Award-winning CDs in France. 


DAVID BRISKIN, a conductor renowned 
for the versatility of his repertoire and the 
depth of his musical interpretations, has been 
Music Director and Principal Conductor of 
The National Ballet of Canada since 2006 
and was appointed Director of Orchestral 
Studies and Conductor of the University of 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra in 2008. Prior 
to his appointment with The National Ballet 
of Canada, Mr. Briskin served as Conductor 
with American Ballet Theatre for seven years, 


leading performances at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, New York’s City Center and 
in major opera houses throughout the world. 
He is a frequent guest conductor with such 
companies as New York City Ballet, San 
Francisco Ballet and Houston Ballet, and 
served as conductor for The Juilliard School’s 
Dance Division from 1993 to 2005. In 
addition to his work in dance, Mr. Briskin has 
enjoyed great success on the concert stage. 
He has conducted the Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
Baltimore, Indianapolis, Syracuse, Akron, 
Cincinnati Pops and Singapore Symphony 
Orchestras; the Hong Kong Philharmonic, 
and the National Symphony Orchestra of 
Costa Rica, among others. For six years he 
served as the Music Director of the 150-voice 
Masterwork Chorus and Orchestra in 

New York, a tenure highlighted by annual 
performances at Carnegie Hall. Mr. Briskin 
attended the Indiana University School of 
Music where he studied voice, piano and 
choral conducting. He holds a Bachelor 

of Music degree in orchestral conducting 
from the Cincinnati College-Conservatory 
of Music and a Master of Arts degree in 
conducting from Queens College, City 
University of New York. 


GILLIAN MACKAY is an Associate 
Professor of Music of the University of 
Toronto, where she conducts the Wind 
Ensemble and teaches conducting and 
trumpet. She is also Associate Dean of 
Graduate Education. An award-winning 
teacher, Gillian has an active professional 
career as a trumpeter, conductor, adjudicator, 
and clinician. She has conducted honour bands 
throughout Canada and the United States, 
and is Associate Conductor of the Canadian 
Wind Orchestra. Dr. MacKay has adjudicated 
Canadian band festivals at local, provincial, and 
national levels in Canada. She has conducted 
honour bands and judged competitions in 
Singapore and Thailand. 

Dr. MacKay has presented clinics and 
workshops at provincial and state conferences 
in Canada and the United States, and is known 
for her work on the relationship between 
conducting and mime. Also recognized as 


a conducting pedagogue, Gillian leads the 
University of Toronto Wind Conducting 
Symposium each July, and has been the guest 
instructor at other symposia in Canada and 
she United States. As a trumpeter, she has a 
particular interest in the French solo trumpet 
and cornet music of the 19th century. 


Gillian holds degrees and diplomas 
from the University of Lethbridge, McGill 
University, the University of Calgary, and 
Northwestern University. Previously, she 
served as Instructor of Brass at Medicine Hat 
College, and Director of the School of Music 
at the University of Windsor. 
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Flute: Kyle Henning 
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MacMillan Singers 
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University of Toronto Wind Ensemble 
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Emily Johnson 
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Christopher Britton 
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Esther Khew 
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Trombone 
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Percussion 
Jennifer Collins 
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Jonathan Smith 
William Tran 
Martin Wigle 
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Violin 1 

James Kruspe, Concertmaster 
Andreea Arbone 
Coco Chen 
Calvin Cheng 
Holly Cheng 
James Hayes 
Wesley Khurana 
Chang Liu 

Eslin McKay 
Tain McKay 
Johnson Tam 
Meagan Turner 
Ruth-Anne Yiu 
Kyle Yuen 
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Violin 2 

Emily Kruspe, Principal 
Minah Ahn 
Adelaide Beach 
Wesley Bells 
Andrew Chan 
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Tania Cheng 
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Christopher Arnold, 
Principal 
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